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SKIPPER.. 
THOUGHTS OF LATE SUMMER 

A contributor to our columns laet month quoted Mr. Howard 
Baker aa saying: "Sexton Blake must not be dated, H Sherlock Holmes 
is." But surely the great charm of the Sherlock Holmes etoriH is 
their "datin&'' - their era of gaslight and hansom cab,. Sexton Blake, 
during his long, long lifetime ha, always moved with th• time,, but, 
so fu as l can see, hi1 heyday wae in the twentiH, when, for a time , 
there were five new S. B . L' • monthly, a new novel in the Union Jack 
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weekly, plus numerous se rial s featur ing him in addit ion to a numb er 
of reprints of earlier su cc esses . The post-war plan was to maintain 
the name but abandon the traditions to some ex t en t. I am rather glad 
that it was ne ve r attempted with Sherlock Holmes. 

In an Am erica n collect ion of short sto r ies which I read recently, 
there were two examp les of what th e editor of t he book call ed 
II Parodies." Neither seemed t o be my personal interpretation of the 
word "parody, " but was actua ll y a new writer telling a story featuring 
anot her writer's creations. What we, ove r her e, would call substitute 
s tor ies. As I was unacquai nted wi th the originals, I was able t o fo r m 
no useful opinion concerning the II parodies." 

"Parod ies," as I interpret t he word, are usually a chea p and 
not very clever means of raising a laugh . I have seen seve ral parodies 
of II East Lynne" and "The Three Musketeers" on the sta ge , and each 
ha s struck me a s boring and unfunny. 

There were two outstanding series of Parodies in our own 
particular sphere of t he old papers . The Herlock Sholmes storie s 
which Cha rl es Hamilton wrote for th e first Gr eyfriars Herald are 
unusually good for t his type of thing. Most remarkable of a ll parodies 
were t he St. Sam's ta le s in the Magnet, for they were guying and 
ridic uling the very stories which were the life's blood of t he paper in 
whi ch they appeared. Some of the St. Sam's tales we r e witty and 
amusing ; some were crude. But the overa ll impressio n of all parodies 
is of someone trying desperately hard to be funny at someone el se's 
expense, and chirp ing "See how cleve r I am~ 11 

How numbe r s seem to dominate the powers-that-be t o-day ! 
E ven now, after having su ffered my new telephone number of 10 figur es 
for six months, I am unable t o remember it. Nothing will change my 
view that postal codes are bureaucracy run ri o t . In at least 60% of 
the lette rs I receive the postal-codes are indecipherable or of dubious 
clarity. Can it really help t he post-office if incor r ec t or indecipher 
able postal - codes are written on envelopes , as, from my experie nc e, 
they must be? 

Yet, in spi t e of thi s number mania - presu ma bly copied from 
America, for we are always copying Amer ica or Europe as we abandon 
our own traditions - most of th e modern periodica ls and newspapers 
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have ceased to give serial numbers. It doesn't make sense. 

READING 
- --In -A ugust, the Daily Telegraph Magazine published an excellent 
article by Patrick Cosgrave entitled " ls Good Reading Dead, Boys?" 
He compares the reading matter avai lable for boys in the twent ies with 
the "pap" (his own word) available for boys to-day . He comes t o the con
clusion that 11progress has levelled down, not up." 

He says, in probably much better English, what C. D. has been 
saying for many year s. He comments: "As for the boys of today - well, 
there is litt l e of intellectua l or moral suste nance on offer. For one 
thing the papers are in pictures, so there is no reading of consequence. 
What passes understanding is how any modern parent or educat ionalist 
could fail to take this difference, this decline, serio usly. It must be a 
matter of great moment that boys today are not, in any seri~nse, 
expecte d to be able to read." 

. There is not a word in Mr. Cosgrave' s article with which many 
of us would disagree. What also should concern parents and education 
alists is that certain books, ut te rl y disgusting in content, are available 
as paperbacks at a few shillings each, in plenty of bookshops and news
agents. And that means they are available to youngste r s. I am always 
at a loss to understand what the country has gained by t he abandonment 
of censorship on thi s type of evil propaganda . 

Perhaps it is not necessary t o add t hat, though I may be in a 
minor ity , I shed no tears at writers and dist r ibut or s of disgust ing 
magazines being taken to cour t and given st iff sente nces. 

THE ANNUAL 
This month we send you the or der for m for the Silver Jubilee 

edit ion of Collecto r s' Digest Annual. Next month we shall hope to give 
you a preview of some of the fine articles which the Annual will contain. 
It is earl y days yet for ordering, of cours e, but don't delay too long. 
With pr oduct ion costs what they ar e these days, it will not be possible 
to print many copies beyond the numbers booked in advance. 

On the order form is space for any small advertise ment you may 
wish to insert in the Annual, or for your seasonal greet ings to your 
friends. Announcements in the Annual are only Ip per word. Your ads 



are a big help when the time comes to balan ce the books. 

MORE OLD-T IMERS GONE 
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Mr. H. W. T wyman, for a long time editor of th e much-loved 

" Union Ja ck, 11 died early this yea r . The sad news comes to us from 

Mr . Twyman' s son who now lives in Hollywood . 
We also learn with r egret of the death of Mr. Fra nk Shaw, a 

well -known Mer seyside writer, who was a great character. Mr . Shaw 

was a keen C . D. reader and has often contributed to our columns. 

THE EDITOR 

****************************************************************** 
FOR SALE: Collector s' item at t.2 . 50 , th e price paid ror It: The Iss ue ot HORIZ~ 

con t.alntng F'rank Richards • rtpl.y t o Geor ge Orwell; 11 red, whit e , & bl ue Populars 
( 1926 -27) In varying condi t ion (sca e ver y good, soce rouaher) ct.; Red t,agnet 345 

•S p i rited Awa,y9 complete but soll l~ tn In te rior 75p. Magnet 1186 •savtd trom th e Sea• 

(on the way home fro m Oltn a) - ramous sto ry and all coap l ete but rou ahtsh copy S,Op; 

Ma.a.net 165!. •Bl a ck Pri nce of Creyt rlarS" ( 1ooci copy ) J7ki; Gens 1!$6 anc1 1517 {very 
1000 copies) SQ) each ; roughe r Cems tl$1 , 11'93, 1497, 1t.90 at 3~P each; two St. Frank' , 

SOLs u02& 4a3 (&ood copie s) 30P each. Cem Chrlstms Double Number for 1915 "'A. St olen 

Holtda)"' (wi thout covers, fair condition) 65p. School CID No . 1 25P: secon d- hand copy 

o r Tom Brown at Oxford 50p . Post.ag e extra on all lteas . 

Write &RIC FAYNE wlth s . a . e . 

xx:: :: c OOOCX.'OOOOOCXXXX>oooc c:::, co :xxxx,ooocxx:xxxxxx.x,o c: 'I.XXXXXXXXXX 

11SHORT AMER THE HOl.S'?" Top prtces paid for colll)lete co llec tions or surplus 1 te ms. 
V£RY Large S tocks ava ilabl e 1nc ludlll& th e following: - Journa ls Inclu de Nagnet , Cem, 

Popu lar, Herald, S. O.L., L.ee - all series, U.J ., Oetee ~ ty, Tlv'lller , Boys 
Clneca (some bc;l.lnd), 8.f .L., Boys fri end , Herald , Realm , Hodern Soy , Young Brtt.atn, 
Pilo t , s cout , Chee r Boys Cheer, run & Fi c tion, Chaq>lon, Pluck , 11arVel , Aly Slo per , 

Sports Libra ry , Sp,orts Buctcet , Boys 11a&ulne , School girl , Aldln es , various lncllldlng 
TUrptn , Buffa lo 8111, TrUe Blue , Boys 11aga z l ne , Newnea , and many ot her s. Col dhawk and 

oth er paperback.s. T~usand s o r Thonpson s rro m 1946 , Dixon Hawk Casebooks . Hundreds or 

.!!!l!!!l! l nclu dtn c Ch..uns, 8 .0 . A. , Youne England , Creyrrtars Holi day , Captai n, Champion , 

Strang , Modern Boy, Oxford , Cha tterbo x, Bla ckie , ete . backs, Laree St.ock by m1t 

prt-War boys aut.hors . All f'acst mll es Bunter & tie and annuals ,~ 

Annuals. S,P,C, & Hlscellany , Chil dr en' s s §A.. Blbltography , D.lll 
11at erl al, pre-war rnm Annual s , Boys Ctn ema Anooa s, pos t-..ar P, Shows & Coer s . 

~th's ~cl al : La.rat quantity o r t1aa,ne ts and Gems tn ratr or t atty concllt ton , 

some good wit t co ver s , ino.tnly early . at red uced pri ces - details on reque st. Re&re t 

do not keep l11t1 or at/ stoc k, too lar ge and changes t oo rre quent lY, 1 will be pleased 

to smd detail s or specific r equirements. 

Your l t s ts wel ccatd . 
NORMAN SHAW 1 84 BEL.Vtt)D. £ ROAD r l..OOD:lN I SE19 2HZ . 

01 -77, -9857 
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PANNY'$ 0/ARY 
SEPTEMBER 1921 

There has been a very w,pleasant shock for those of us who 

love going to the pictures. For as long as I can remember, Fatty 

Arbuckle has been my favourite comedian. But a dreadful thing has 

happened. Fatty gave a drinking party in an hotel, and, while it was 

on, a girl named Virginia Rappe was somehow killed. Fatty Arbuckle 

has been arrested in America . 
The School Friend has now been enlarged in size, and the price 

has gone up to 2d. 
Rookwood has been simply great in the Boys' Fri end. The 

stor ies ar e so short that I call them sweet little morsels. Jimmy 

Silver & Co. have come back from their holiday on the continent, and 

are now on a cycling and camping tour in England. In " The Fis tical 

Four's Foe," they are in Hampshire, and at a place named Plymtre th ey 

come acr oss Carthew and Joey Hook who are busy at the local races. 

Next week 11A Visit to Trimble Hall" was delicious . Now in 

Sussex, they visit Lexham, where Baggy Trimb le lives. He borrows 

money from them, and invites them to a lovely house which he call s 

Trimble Hall . But when they arrive they find the owner has never 

heard of Trimble or Trimble Hall, and they are w,welcome visitors. 

A very funny story . 
In "The Rookwood Rescuers" they are in Berkshire (don't they 

get arow,d ?) and they help Albert Strangeways to escape from the 

place where he was kept prisoner. It was a lunatic asylum - and th ey 

have helped a lunatic who thinks he is made of glass. 

Finally "Lord Bob at Rookwood" is the start of a new ser ies. 

They are near the end of their cycling tour, and meet and become 

friendly with Lord Bob Egerton, and he shows t hem over his lovely 

sta t ely home . They also see Dick Morcom, th e son of the gamekeeper 

on the estate. But what they don't know is that Morcom is being sent 

to Rookwood as a reward for saving the life of Bob• s brother. Eventually, 

Lord Bob goes to Rookwood as Morcom, who is afraid he may be perse

cuted by snobs at Rookwood. So Morcom goes to Cornwall on holiday, 
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while Lord Bob goes to Rookwood as Morcom. 
I am looking forward to next week to see what happens when 

the false Morcom meets up with Jimmy Silver who knows him as Lord 
Bob. 

Middlesex are the county cri cke t cham pions , and Ph ilip Mead 
i s top of the batting averages. I am proud to own a Philip Mead cricket 
bat , even though he plays for Hampshire which is not my county. 

The Gem is much better tha n it was a little while ago, even 
though there are too many serials, and they have started a section 
like the Greyfriars Herald in the Magnet and Billy Bunter's Weekly in 
the Popular. I can't think why they didn't call it Tom Merry's Weekly, 
but, in any case, it is a very feeble imitation of the Magn e t and 
Popular supplements. Still, the old writer is doing most of the stories 
now . 

The first three weeks covered a c ircus se ri es by the old writer, 
thoug h I didn1 t like it a lot. ln "Tom Merry's Ten Pound Note," which 
was the best of the series, Gussy was going to fight a c ircus boxer for 
the £10 note and the honour of St . Jim's . Finally Tom Merry to ok the 
boxer on and beat him, which was rather a mou thful to swallow. The 
last two tales were " In the Hour of Peril" and II The Schoolboy Lion 
Hunter . 11 The circ us trainer, who had stolen Tom ' s £10 note in the 
first story, le t the lion loose, and it caused some ner vo usness at 
St . Jim's. But Wildrake caught the lion with his lassoo . Last t a le 
of the month was "Levison to the Rescue ." Some co un t erf ei ter s were 
ope rating in a cell under a flagstone in t he old tower of St. Jim's. 
They kidnapped Lev is on . By the old writer, b ut not one of his best. 

Under Sir Ern est Shack let on, the vessel "Quest " has sailed 
for the Antarctic. He ha s taken two scouts, se le c ted from all over 
Britain, with him, and the expedition has recei ved a lot of attention 
in the newspapers and also in the magazines. 

A ve ry good month at the picture palaces. Jackie Coogan ' s 
new picture 11 P eck's Bad Boy," was on for a week. I enjoyed it very 
much . even though it is an an ti-climax after " The Kid." Elmo Lin c oln 
was in 11Under Crimso n Skies ." Charles Ray was in ''R .S.V .P ." which 
was not so good as his u sua l . Mabel Normand was good in II Pinto," 
though I liked her better in two-ree l ers. Pearl White was good in 
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11Whit e Moll" but I liked her better in serials. F inally, 1'The Better 
'Ole, 11 bas ed on the cart oons of Br uce Bairnsfather was a re al scream. 

The Magnet has been so- so; first- r ate while i t went on wit h it s 
caravan series which seemed to be cut short . In "Caravanners Afloat , 11 

Harry Whart on and Co., like the Rookwooders a bit ear lier, decided to 
go t o the nor th of France, though the Greyfriars fellows took their 
caravan with them. Colonel Wharton went with them for a short time, 

to see them sett led . 
Finally, the series was brought to an abrupt hal t when Bunter 

sold the horse and the bike in order to get money with which to gamble 

in the casino . 
"Champion of the Rernove11 was one of tho se boring affairs which 

was intended to be a crash hit. All sorts of sports to find the best 
athlete in the school, for a cup provided by Sir Hilton Popper. Bob 
Cherry won it, but Archie Howell nearly beat him . I wish t hey would 
bury Archie Howell . Finally, in "Bunte r the Bard, " Bunter went in for 
a poetry competition supposed to be run by the weekly paper "Answers. 11 

They tho.,ght Bunter had won t he prize, but it was a mistake. The 
winner was Penfold. Goodne,s gracious. Silly old ta l e, but it had a few 
amusing moments in connection with some neat r hymes. 

Doug had a new Sexton Blake Library entit l ed "T he Mystery of 
the Hundred Chests," fea t uring a charac t er named the Hon. John 
Lawless. 

EDITORIAL COMMENT: DaMf's entry about the Arbuckle case will touch a chord 
1n some a:er:iorles. To some extent , one can tlnd a parallel In the rum tndUstry or 192\ 
wtth that or 1971. F'ly-by- nlght c~antes "ere prcductng films l'ltllch went far beyond 
good taste , and ple nty or th e t !lms produced and the lives led by son::e or the play ers 
wert coming In ror sharp crl t lc!Sm. The lndUstcy had j ust decided to pot. Its own house 
In order vdl.en, at a party In a San rrancls co hotel , a minor screen actress na1:1ed Vtrgln la 
Rappe died Wider mysterious c lrclllllstaices . The blame was plac ed on f'atty Arbuckle and he 
"as arrested . The reports were unsavoury, ard t he rumours rar worse. Two ju ries railed 
to agree ; a thlnl round him not gutlty or the charge or mansl aught er . Artuckl e•s f ilms 
were swept rroc the scre en, and he disappeared as a charac ter In £ngl1sh papers llke 
Ktnema Coale . Para:nount had a halt -dozen or so Artiu.ckl e comedi es &l'l'alttng re l ease , They 
have never been rele ased to this day. ArbUckle wMt back t o films as a director , uMer 
anot her name. 

ThlS was the (lrst or th e big scandals t.o str ike Hollywood In th e early twent les . 
Hore were to foll ow Yer)' soon. 
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f>LAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

As promised I have devoted most of the space in Blakiana to 
the new information on the Sexton Blake Saga, and a real Saga it is, 
one that I think will never end, at least in our time . 

Now in connection with the Penny Pictorial stories , J have refer
red ba ck t o the ar ticles by Frank Vernon Lay in the July 1970 and 
September 1970 issues of the C . D. 

In the Supplement the last Sexton Blake story in the Penny 
Pi cto rial has be en given as No. 756 but Frank says in his a r ticle in 
July 1970 that 757 also conta ined a Sexton Blake story . Thi s was 
entitled "The Locked Door" was was dated 29 November , 1913 . No 
further Blake tales appeared in the Penny Pi c torial. As some o f the 
first of G. H. Teed' s fine s to ries were now appearing in the Union Jack 
one can only assume that it was impossible to carry on publishing the 
type of Blake ta le as fea t ured in P. P. According t o Mr . Cyr i l Rowe 
ther e might have be en another Blak e story in No . 758 and in No . 770 
began the Cecil Hayter stories about another detective - Derwent Duff· 
Mr. Rowe also go es on to tell us th e following: 

MICHAEL STORM 
From the appearance of Rupert Forbes, Mar ston Hume and Lady 

Molly Maxwell in many of t he Penny Pict orial issues (known Michael 
Storm creati ons) and also with the m of Bathurst, Sexton Blake's frie nd , 
and on stylistic evidence it i s my convin ced belief that a ll the following 
tales were by Michael Storm, vi z:-
Nos . 490 , 491 , 499 , 522, 523, 524, 525, 531 , 534, 545, 546, 547 , 

548, 549 , 550, 551, 552, 553 , 556. 557, 558, 565, 572 , 575 , 
582, 585 , 587, 592 , 594 , 595, 596, 601, 602, 604 , 605 , 606, 
607, 608, 611, 613, 614, 615, 616, 617 , 620, 621, 625 , 627, 
630, 631 , 633 , 635 , 636 , 637, 638 , 640, 645 , 647 , 648 , 660 , 
663, 672. 
If anyone can supply information about ot he r authors l would 

be pleased to have it. 
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The names of th e actors taking th e part s of Sexton Blake and 
Tinker in the silent films of the l92C, s were Langhorne Burton and 
Mickey Brantford . No doubt collectors who have copies of t he Union 
Jacks of the late l 92C, s will already know this. I have been asked t o 
give the commencing number of th e S. B . L. for the years from 1929 
onwards so here they are:-

January 1929 No. 173 2nd ser ies January 1946 No. Ill 3rd series 

1930 " 221 " 1947 " 135 " 
1931 " 269 " 1948 " 159 ,, 

1932 " 317 " 1949 " } 83 II 

1933 " 365 " 1950 " 207 " 
1934 " 413 " 1951 " 231 " 
1935 " 461 " 1952 " 255 " 
1936 " 509 " 1953 " 279 " 
1937 " 557 " 1954 " 303 " 
1938 " 605 " 1955 " 327 " 
1939 " 653 " 1956 " 351 II 

1940 " 701 " February 353 II 

1941 " 735 " 354 II 

June 1941 " 1 3rd seri es March 355 II 

January 1942 " 15 " 356 " 
1943 " 39 " None for April 1956 
1944 " 63 " May 1956 No. 357 " 
1945 " 87 " 358 " 

END OF 3rd SERIES 

The 4th ser ies commenced with No. 359 in June 1956. 

January 1957 No. 373 4th serie s 
1958 " 397 " 
1959 " 421 " 
1960 " 445 " 

January 1961 No. 469 4t h series 
1962 " 493 " 
1963 " 517 " 

SEXTON BLAKE SERIALS IN THE UNION JACK 

1927 The Striking Shadow 5 March 1927 to 21 May 1927 
No. 1220 t o No. 1231 

cont'd . . 
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1927 The Fox of Pennyfi eld s featuring Leon Kestrel. This serial 
began in the same issue as the previous story finished, i.e. 
No . 1231 and ended in No. 1235 . 

The Black Abbot of Cheng Tu . No. 1236 t o No . 1254 

1932 The Next Move No. 1516 to No. 1529 .... 
DEBLAKINISATION by S. Gordon Swan 

SOME TIME AGO there was comment on a process known, if 
I recall corr ectly, as DEBLAKJNISAT ION. The a r ticle in the Collectors' 
Digest ref erred to the practice of publ ishing Sexton Blake ta l es as 
novels, with other cha ra c ters substituted for Blake and Tinker . It 
was being done by W, Howard Baker and some of hi s contemporaries, 
like Jack Trevor Storey. One peculiari ty was a story of John Drake, 
Dangerman, by W. Howard Baker, which was originally a Blake yarn 
by Arthur Maclean . 

Thi s process is nothing new: it was being performed before the 
war by writers such as Anthony Parsons and Pierre Quiroule. I have a 
hardco ver book by Rex Hardinge which was pre vio usly a Blake tale. 

Eighteen months ago I found a bookshop which was selling up 
i ts stock after some forty yea rs in business as a lending l ibrary. Much 
nostalgi c reminiscence was provided by the names of some of the 
authors, many of them forgotten t o-da y: Louis Tracy, E. Phillips 
Oppe nheim , J . S. Fletcher, E . Charles Vivian, etc . 

Then on one shelf I came acr oss The Sign of the Sarace n by 
Gwyn Evans. On examination this proved to co ntain two stories, The 
Sign of the Saracen and The Case of the Wandering Jew -- two prime 
exam ples of the type of yarn that flourished in the Union Jack in its 
heyday . Blake and Tinker had, of course, been replaced by othe r 
cha ra c t ers , but Spla sh Page remained th e same . 

Th en there was Vood oo Island , by G . H . Teed. This was a 
reprint of a Sexton Blake Library of the •thirties, Th e Isle of Horro r 
(No , 376 , Sec ond Series). Blake and Tinker had been given new names, 
bu t Mdlle . Roxane and Marie Gala nte were unchanged . 

The oddest item of all , however, was Dene of the Secret Service , 
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by Gerald Vern er. Thi s author had wri t t en severa l t a les about Dene, 
but this one was some thing differe nt. 1 hadn' t read very far before I 
realised that it had once been a Sext on Blake Library, not by Gerald 
Verner (or Donald Stuart), but by Warwick Jardine! (No. 409, The Man 
From Toki<', Second Seri es) . Blake and Tinker had become Tre vor Lowe 
and Arnold Whit e, and Granite Grant was transfo rmed int o Dene -- but 
was still No. 55 of the Secret Serv ice. Mdlle. Julie, however, remained 
Mdlle. Julie . 

This is surely a r emarkabl e book . In th e first place, Warwick 
Jardine was wr it ing about somebody else ' s characte rs -- Granite Grant 
and Mademoiselle Julie, as cr eated by Pier re Quiroule. Then along comes 
Gera ld Verne r , who eliminates Blak e, Tinker and Grant and substitute s 
other names , but re tains Julie, and publishes the story under his own 
name. One wonders if this was done with the conse nt of Warwick 
Jardine , or didn't he ever know about the publication of this book? 

In conclusion I might menti on that a wartim e Blake by Stanton 
Hope about Nazis in South Amer ica was publi shed in pos t- war days in 
Australia under anothe r title, with the names of Blake and Tinker 
al tere d, needless to say, while the Nazis had become Communis t s! ...... 
HOW TO BE A DETECTIVE by William Lis t er 

Along with most people I find myself better able to remember 
events that took place many year s ago ra t her than those of the las t few 
years. The same applies to the books or stories I have read. 

One of th e highlights of my reading - way back in the "twenties " -
i s the memory of Coker and Bunter and their attempts to conquer the 
art of ventril oquism . I think Handforth t oo made the attempt. Not 
that they were alone in this endeavour. Living in Bla ckpool as a boy I 
spent hours running from one vent ril oquist ente rta iner to another (t here 
were two of them in those days on t he sands ). 

Sitting on t op of a pair of or dinary step - ladders with two dolls , 
they entertained the holiday crowds for t he price of a colle ct ion and to 
add to the ir earnings they sold a leaflet "How to be a Ventriloq uist" for 
a penny . Many of these were sold - and I must have bought two or three 
every year. J attem pted to foll ow the advice given . If the endeavours 
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of the boys of St . Fra nk' s and the " Ham ilton" sc hools made the read ers 

laugh, mine was enoug h to make them cry. I never mastered it , nor 

did I meet any penny instru ctio n buyer s that did. Howe ver this will 

not deter me from helpin g my fellow 0 .B. B .C . frie nds to become at 

least amateur det ec tives . Of course we shall need the help of Sexton 

Blake . I took the liberty of watching him at work during one of his 

most interesting cases "The Affair of the Seven Warnings or The 

Br others of Justice" recorded by Anthony Skene, No. 44, New Ser ies 

the Sexton Blake Library. 
Now it appears the main ingredient of successful dete ctiv e work 

is - observatio n . 
Watch closely your favourite detective at work , if you value 

your life. "Nevertheless, when the man re-ente red , Blake gave him a 

quick glance which missed very little . Blake was too old an hand at 

intrigue to rely wholly upon intuition ." 

"lf Fortune had entered with one hand in hi s jacket pocket for 

instance, Blake would ha ve been the first to draw, h e took no chance s." 

So here you have lesson one - if you wish to be a l ong-living 

det ect ive - keep your eye open for hidd en weapons. 

Now for lesson two - know your enemy. 11 During Fortune's 

absen ce Blake had use d hi s eyes to so me pur pose. The litera t ure 

around the room was almost all co nce rned with bi ology, poultry ke eping 

theories of evolution, and novels of a rev olutionary kind . On t he table 

a copy of 1 Financial Tim es.• 
" Blake realised he was in th e presence of a student o( sociology 

who was interested in the stoc k markets and t he breeding of poultry, 

an interesting personality, without doubt." 

Again a simp le matter of observation. Turn over the page, 

her e goes for lesson thr ee. 
"Have you suc h a thing a s a fountain pen?" Blake said, a f ter 

what appeared to be an ineffectual sea rch of his own pockets. 

"He desired to compare James Fortune ' s fountain pen, and th e 

ink it held with those addresses upon the envelopes whic h had contained 

the seven warnings. 11 

To use a phrase of Victor GWU\ or Berkley Gray's, 11 are you 

ta llowing me, rea ders ?n 
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By now you will have gat hered that if you a re quick-witt ed 
an d hav e good powers of ob servati on you will mak e a good dete c ti ve. 

Not being quick-witted th e writer has to re ly on his not-so
good powers of observati on. Unfortunately his deducti ons do not seem 
to work out a s clear ly as Sexton Blake• s . 

What appears t o be a rabbit's footprints usually t ur n out to be 
a cats , or the tracks of some strange bird proves to be but t he foot
pr ints from the soles of a schoolboy ' s "moonwalk.er " shoes. The lif e of 
a detecti ve is ce rt a inly not for me, but for my readers? Tim e will te ll , 

But come now, apart from Sherlock Holmes, shall we ever see a 
detect ive as great as Sext on Blake and apart from Dr. Watson, so 
faithfu l an assi st ant as Tink er? 

****************************************************************** 
w A ti T E D: Colahawk St. Jim ' s series No. 1 •Tom Herry•s Se cre t.•; No. 2 Tom Merry' s 
Rival; No. 6 Trouble ror Tr imble ; No. 9 D'Arcy•s Dlsappearmce ; No. 10 D'Arcy t.he 
Reformer . 

C.H. 1'1AffiEWS, STATICJ,/ HCUSE1 tu.RKET HARBOROJGHr U:ICS. 

,OOCXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>OOOCXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>OOOOOOOCXXXXXXXXXXX 

w ANTED: CJ,/E COPY OOLY or each or th e rollowlna;: ( t or e i th er 1931 , 1932 , or 1933); 
f'liii f'Un Amual; Cinema AMual ; ROVER weekly; lilh an:1 week ly; Oh.on Hawke Lib rary . 

L. ti.JU.IS , 3250 - 63rd s.w.; Se(a ttle- , Wash . 96116 , U. S.A. 

xx:xxxxxxxxxxxxxx~::::::::c:c:occococoooooxocccccc::::coocxxx 
WA NTED: Dan:1y, Be,.-.o, Kagle pr e· 19l.2 only - any reasonable price . All Howard 
Bak.er Press racst mtles will be availabl e on publtcat.lon and Nos. 1 to 5 still availab le, 
Also 8111 Loft.san d Adley' s Men BehlOO Boys F'lct lon , Bibliography ot Boys/Girls Magazines, 
etc., Ed&ar Wall ace Bibl iography. 

VERNON U.Y r S2 OAKlEI GH GA ROOS, WHETSTOOE I LO~OON, 9AB. 

01 · 445-6/80. 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx occco:::::::::cocxx:xxxxxx o::,:x:<XXX.XXXXXXXXXX 
w A N T E D: Cood loose copies or volumes cont.aln tng one or ioore or th e t ollowlnc : 
~ 7 . 826, 828, 8)2 . 

ERIC f'AY>l'E, EXCEl.SIOR HOOSE , 113 CROOKHA?1 RO.D, CROOKHAt1, HAtf)SHIRE. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX:XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX>OOOCX 

w AN TED : Gems bet a-e No. 1325. Will pay 32j p each - and t.he following Nos. 165} , 
~ 58, 61 , 62 and 1663 , '1'111 pay )2jp each tor th ese a l&0, 

W. SETF'ORO, 1 55 BURM ROAD, DERBY. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

UJ:!...!..!...Q 11.agnet.s, Gem, Popul ars and Hu!I t.ont a s.O. L• s. 

Oft. 8, l<ELIOO, 69 f'RIE~ BA~NET LANE, L..OODCN, NI I 3U. . 
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DO YOU REMEMBER? by Roger M. Jenkins 

No . 92 - Gem No. 372 - "Lev ison's Double" 

The Blue Gem is generally rec koned t o have been a t its best 

about 1912, but ther e is no doubt that it did enjoy a seco nd lease of life 

about 1914-15, which was, of course, the time of th e first three Talb ot 

series. An unexpected friendship arose between Talbot and Levi son, 

which in a way presaged Levison' s reform, and intermittent s torie s 

appeared which featured this uneasy allian ce. 
11 Levison' s Double" began, appropriately enough, on a sto rm y 

Mar ch evening . Kildar e came into the hall. l:angng the door shut and 

looking as angry a s t he weather. He had caught Levison coming out of 

the Green Man , dressed in a grey suit . Levison re pli ed that his nam e 

was Smith, and dodged off. To everyone's surprise, Le viso n was shortl~ 

afterwards see n in his s tu dy, dressed in eto ns, and finishing a long 

imposition for Herr Schneider . A year before , Clavering had t urned up 

in the neighbourhood, and he was the double of Tom Merry. Le vison now 

claimed that he had a double who was giving him a bad reputation, and 

Talb ot loyally emphasised th e possib ili ty of it . 

0' Arey caught Levison gambling in the old s hepherd's hut on 

Wayland Moor, and followed him as far as he could. When he re tur ned 

to St . Jim's, he accused Levison who was alr eady t h ere when h e arrived 

and an investiga tion of 0' Arey• s allegations by the juniors only suc

ceeded in pr oving the ex i ste nce of the double. 

The vin tag e stories of Levison's roguery hav e intricate and 

fascinating plots that render them highly entertaining . Ind eed, the 

reader oft en thinks that Levison deserves to succ eed if only because 

of his brazen effrontery. Levison also possessed a sense of humour at 

times which, if not so amusing as Skinner ' s, did at least seas on the 

vi llany with a ce rt ain spice of irony. After Kildare' s acc usation, 

Levison' s belongings were searched, and one unexpected discovery wa s 

a diary, that was ta ken to the Head. Dr. Holmes was as t onis hed to 

read that Le vis on had sent all hi s pocket mon ey one week to a charity, 

and that th e Head' s sermon t he previous Sunday had moved Levison to 

tears. 
P er haps one of the most surp rising points ab out the blue Gem 
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was the manner in which Charles Hamilton managed to pack so much 

action and dialogue into a mere fourteen chapters. At its peak, the 

blue Gem offered a minor novel to its readers every week, and there is 

no doubt that it had an appreciative audience for its fare. 

***********•****************************************'*******'******* 
REVIEW 

THE DOWNFALL OF 

HARRY WHARTON 
Frank Richards 

(Howard Baker: £2. 75) 

This latest reprint from the firm of Howard Baker is a series 

which really comprises two series, closely linked. It comes from the 

Spring of 1932, while the Magnet was still enjoying its golden age. 

The opening stories tell of Harry Wharton in trouble owing to 

a misunderstanding with his uncle, Colonel Wharton. Misunderstandings 

which recur and persist can be tedious and irritating if they go on too 

long. That, however, does not happen in this story, whlch is told with 

great restraint , and the misunderstanding comes to a timely end, 

resulting with Vernon- Smith filling Wharton's post as Captain of the 

Remove . A delightful story, full of twists and turn s and changes of 

scene , writt en when the famous writer was at the peak of his powers. 

****************************************************************** 
w.urrw : Nelson Lt u 1st N.S. 183 to 186 ; }I'd N.S. 1 to 18 ; C6Pt&Jns Vols . }6 , }9 , 

itc7 
38 ST. 'n!ONAS ROAD, PRESTON. 

xxxxxxxxx:xxvxxxxxx:xxxxxxxxxxx:xx:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

~: Enid Blytcr> SU!fif S1'0RICS 1937-1951,. 

SQUtlll&ll, J6 WARREN RlllD. ICXENKA.~, 111001, 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX:XXXXXX>OOOOCOCXXX.XX 

COMING IN DECEMBER 

SILVER JUBILEE EDITION OF 

COLLECTORS' DIGEST ~ 

Order early 

Order Form enclosed with this issue of C. D. 

. . 
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LET'S BE CONTR OVERSIAL 

No. 162. THE GIFT 
---Good wri ters, like goo d scho olmasters , good musicians, and 
good cooks are born - not made . A man in any walk of life can improve 
himself by training or by experie nce, which is said to be the best 
tea cher, but unless he is born wit h tha t elusive special gift he will 
never be anythin g out of the ordinary. 

Charles Hamilton had that gift whi ch no power on ear th could 
have give n him. He was a born writer. Even in the very earlies t 
examples of his work extant he was entirely readable . There was a 
warmth in his writing which, right from the beginning, took him out 
of the hack class and placed him on a different plane from his con
temporaries in th e same field. 

The born writer impro ves with the passing of time, b ecause he 
can see where his errors lie. The others do not progress, for they are 
incapable of seeing where they are wrong. 

So far as the Gem was conce r ned, I have always considered that 
Hamilton was at his very best in the period 1911-19 12. His very 
greates t years lay far ahead - in the Magnet of 1925 to 1935. 

In hi s blue Gem days, he was intentionally givin g that paper of 
his best for he regarded it as the most impo r tant thing in his writing 
life. The Magnet was of secondary importance . Within a very few 
years, those values were to be reversed, even though he temporarily 
swung back to the Gem in the early twenties. 

Most of our readers find delight in our serial "The Only Way," 
whic h appeared a year or so earlier tha n the golden peri od of the Gem 
to which I have referred. 

''The Only Way" is a period piece, with its ca ndle- lit co rridors 
and schoolboys "laving" themselves at wash-hand basins in their studie~ 
The sense of period gives the story a piquant charm , but far beyond 
that is the readable quality. One se nses the co mpeten ce of t he born 
storyteller. 

Nevertheless there are faults in the writing - faults of which 
Hamilton would never have been guilty ju st a few years further on. 
Jus t here and there are signs of ove r- writing - the stress on soliloquy 
and rhetorical question - with whic h some of the substitute writers 
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packed their work and which , with the passing of time , they never had 

the sense to eradicate . And Hamilton, even with fault s, remains 

infinitely readable, while most of the substitute writers were bare ly 

readable. 
To most adults, the substi tut e writers are laughable for their 

Jack of re st raint. In parts of "The Only Way," Hamilt on himself lacked 

restr a int . Take the instalment which we published in Jwie. 

One sentence reads: "A thousand possibilities flashed through 

his W1easy and terrified mind. 11 It is over- writing and exaggeration. A 

t housand possibilities could not flash through anybody's mind in the 

space of a few moments, even if there were a thousand possibilit ies, 

which is quite improbable. 
And the boy's mind was "wieasy and terrified." Nobody could 

be uneasy and terrified at the same time. If you are uneasy, you are 

very far short of being t errified . If you are terrified, you are far, far 

beyond being uneasy. The sentence is an example of loose wri ting, such 

as was fowid constantly in the subst itu te tales . 

This is furthe r ground for criticism only a few lines further on 

in the instalment. "He crept stealthily up to the door and liste ned. 

He could hear breathing inside the r oom." 

It is an absurdity to suggest that anyone could hear another 

person breathing inside a room with the door closed . Even if the 

occupant was a suffe.rer from chronic asthma - and Countney was not, 

it appears • the se ntence would still be near-ri diculous. 

This sort of thing became a source of comedy in so many sub

stitute stories, because those stories were over-laden with such 

inanities. It got by in the earl y Hamil tonia for it was comparatively 

rar e . He wrote with the gift of warm th which only the born writer has, 

and one did not bother about a s ide-s lip int o journalese when it occurred 

Within a few years Hamilton was incapable of slip-shod writing. 

Imperc eptib ly he eradicated the littl e vices, and impeccable English 

joined his gift for charact er-e tc hing and atmosphere. And that is why 

his s t ories go on living down the years. There will never be another 

like him. 

... .. 
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JUl.Y 23rd, 19l1 • 

Dear Hr . Phi !Ups . 
I enclo s e here with the bea,tnntng o r the 10t h 1nstalJ:lent as reQuested, and wil l l et 

you hav e the r emainder by Tuesday morning. 
Thanks ror your letter or the 21st tnst . I have noted what you sa:J concern ing the 

synopsis tor the 1 8ush 11 story , and will there rore submit you ano t h er synopsis on nttWer 
lines. 

Yours s tnee"lY . £ .S ,B, 

July 24 t h, \911 , 

Dear l1r. Brooks , 
Many t hank s ror your l et t er with Ul.e rurther batch of M.S . 
When you have rtnl shed •The Stowawa,y• s Q.lest.,• perhaps you wt 11 le t me have one or 

two lon g coq:il e t e stor i es - 6,000 words . These should be hOme or rore l gn adventure . or 
detec t tve tales , ,.H,h novel plots. I shoulo ll ke to see synopses . 

Yours s i ncere l y , 
HCl!;Act PHILLIPS 

J ul y 25th , 1911 . 

oear Hr . Phllllp s , 
I enc los e herewith the r ematn::ler or t he las t tns t alcient or th e •Stowaway's QUes t ,• 

and trust that th e concl usion will be to your liking. 
Plea se acc ep t by best t hanks tor you.r le tt er t o hand this morning , and l wlll 

cert.a ln l.Y l et you have the synopses for ""11ch you ask wi t h all possible speed . As the 
•su,waway1 s Quest• Is now finished there Is reall.y no necessity tor me to come up t o 
town to-morrOI", so J am 11l salng my usual weekl.y visit on t h is occasion , and devotin g t he 
time to e volving a pl ot or two to r you. J want to car eru lly co n sider these but will try 
and post a t least one or them off to you t o-morrow . Wednes day nl&ht , 

Wit h regard t o the • oush• serial I am reading up several books on unexplored 
Australia and will have another Shot at a sYnopsl s for you af t er I have digested thee, . 
I was a li t tle dubiou s ltfSe lf aboot the previous one , bu t t think I hav e now got the 
genn or a less hackn eyed plo t . and sha ll soon be abl e to submit th e new synop s is, 

With renewed th an ks t or yow- k ind l ette r co nce m l ng the sh ort st.ortes . 
Ywrs s ince r el y , E .s ,B. 

Ju l y )0 th . 1911 • 

Dear Mr, Phillips, 
I enclose her e twth two sy nopsu of long cC)ll:lplet e stor ies tor your cons ideratio n, 

and will, I f poss i ble , rorward th e synopsis of th e •oosh• ser i al to-m:irrow night - In 
ord er that I can discu ss tt with you when I come up to London on Wednesd ay next . 

Yow-s s inc er ely , £ .S.S . 

Augus t 1s t, 1911 · 
Dear Hr . Philli ps , 

, et,cJ.ose a s.,nops t s or th e rtrs t Ins t alment o r th e suggeste d Austra lian seria l. 
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and will call upon you to -morrow IIX>mll'I,, "1 en I hope you w1ll tLan read It - al,o the 

synopses or th e t"o long coq>lttu which I Conrrardoo a day or two qo . 

Yours stncerlly , E.S.8. 

Alth ough the "Bush" story referred to in these letters was not 

published in the BOYS' HERALD Edwy never wasted a plot if he could 

help it, and it was used two years later for the SCOUT under the title 

" In Quest of Millions ." 
The serial now being finished Edwy now suggests some short 

stories to keep him going . 
August 12th , 1911 , 

Dear tfr , Phillips, 
J thought. It beat not to coat up to town so soon 1rter 1ht holiday s , u I reu. 

,ure you would bt extra bul)', so all last " " k l remained down her e . this Wffk, holirever, 

~ family ar e returning to Brockley so I .-i&11 be someW'la t near er to Bouverle St rte t. 

I encl ose t'flO synopses or short stnrt u ror your perusal and am stc'ldlng orr t he 113. or 

•To Save the Presid ent• to-morrow ntah t , 
Yow-s sine ere].y, E.S.B. 

Augus t 15th , 1911, 

Dear Hr. Phi ll ips , 
I am sor ry t hat I ?\ave been unable to send you t he KS. of •To Save Ule Pr esi dent ,• 

bUt as It Is • c(lll)lete' swrt I f e el .sure you are In no lm.'.llf(l la t e h.lrTY. 'Ille tact ts l 

u ecot ng up to London th i s evening - motor-cyclln& • and what. wtt.h p&eklng, etc., I 

have betn W\&Ole to wri te the matter . I could have f inis hed tt. by hJrrytne, but I t.hought 

It. best not to let the story su rrer ror c.~sakf or a daY or t•o. Howe.tt", once back In 

town, near t.ht h.lb , as 1t were , you can rely 0:1 r:t:t UMln&: In any st urr you COIDlaslon 

11e to do, Rlth as 11 t.tl e dtl &Y as possi ble . 

Yours sin cere l y , £.S.S. 

The proposed serial, (the plot of which was apparently laid in 

South Ameri ca, was changed to Australia for the SCOUT serial) seemed 

to have difficulty in getting off the ground, and was later abandoned . 
August 29th , 1911. 

Otar 11r. PM lllps , 
You 1111111 llnd enclosed the corrected 115,, m I troa t tt will now be satisfactory . 

As I sball be In Uie ci ty to-1110rrow perhap s you 'll'on•t mind Ir I postpo ne 1:1)" visit until 

then • when I hope to h:Jve one or two shor t.·story plots to t al k over with you . 

Yours si ncerely , E.S.B. 

September l,th , 1 . 

Otar ttr . Phi 11 tpa , 
I rind you "er e right. arur all ; beror, to mnenctng the wrlttnc or the 1st ln.!.t&l

mnt there wu a lot or pl ann l nc to be done a.na J cou ld only have l et you have the swrr 

tO-CIIY by h.llT)'I,- - and that )'OU re ques ted C'lt not to do, ff(llll't ver t.he ts. or the 1st 

lnstalD!l'l t • Ul l>t In ye:ur hands tO--DOtTOt, ei ther oy lhe f irst post , er , ralltl'I& tha t, 

I will tirlrg It up ~self . 

Yours si ncerel y , £ . S.S . 
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Se ptmt>er 13th , 1911 • 
Otar t1r. Phillipa, 

I rind that the alteration ana re-writing or the first Instal ment or the new serial 

r equires uuch m:>re time than I first t111aglned . I am doing tt. thoroughly- and am wrl tlna 

In a good deal o r new swtt, as well as go ing over - and lq>rovlng whert I can - the 

orlctnal cat.t er. I f ind that I cannot matl t he complete HS. tn tt111e t.o reac h you to
DOM"OW, Th.lraday evening; but you can rtly upcn havt rc It In your hands early on Prtday 

morning . I hope the sltght delay will not put you to any lncon venlenct. 

Yours sincerely , £.S . S . 

Septe im>er 14th , 1911 • 
Dear Nr . Philli pa , 

I enclose th t revised 11S. or the serial herew ith , and trust thn It will now be 

quite satts rac t ory . With re1ard to th e title; you 1118de no mention or this to me on QY 

lest vtslt , but as you had queried It be t oreMnd , I was not quite certain what tlth 1.0 

plac e on the HS. 
The short story l am now doln & tor you will be rtntd'l ed this week, and 1 wlll post. 

lt. orr to you so that you reeeJve lt on MOOOay. 

Stnc erel.y yours , E. S .8 . 

September 19th , 1911 . 

Dear Mr. Phi llips , 
I l'.ll.lSt apoloalse t or not having d espatc.hed the enclosed 1'5 . betor e to-n ight - bUt 

a, you told me when we last met , It was not ur gm t , I have not especially hurried over 

It. 
Wll.h regard to the Seri al , r hope to hear t r am you shortly . In T.h• meantime I am 

rtacUn& up matt.er on South America . 

stncerel.)r yours, E.s.s . 

Finally, the last let ters that we have s how th a t E .S. B. is 

still trying bu t, so far as I can trace, "Flying t o Victory" wa s t he last 

to be used in the BOYS' HERALD . 
Septeaiber 20th , 1911 • 

Dear Mr. Brooks , 
ttany thank:, for your l ett.er enclosing the complete story •The Petrol Tratn , n vtll ch 

I ,rl lJ l ook at as soon as possibl e . 
t have been expec tin g to see you about t.he revised tlrst Instalment o r the sugges t.ed 

air.ship serial. l am very sorry to say t.hl.1 ls not qutt.e sa t.lsfactor y , and I sh all h•ve 

to go Int o the mt.t.er with you. 
Yours si ncerely , Ha\ACE PHIWPS 

Sept. ember 26t.h , 191 1 . 
Dear Hr. Ph i llips , 

You will find enclosed herewith the ttS. or the •Petrol Train ,• slla,htly altered, 
as reque sted. 

With rtgard to the aeroplan e story , how ¥10Uld It be to tlnlsh It up , as a coq,lete , 

In the follo w Ing manner? 

Engle hardt, rurloos a t his failur e , swears he wll l be revenged . That nlgh t 
he gets Int o conversation wlth a rurrtanly ex- convict named Rube Lucas , and o rr ers 
hlmC\00 I t he will make hi s wa.y Into Kaltland 1 s han&ar and fi l e certain wire stays 

t.hree parts t.hrough . LUeh cannot refuse , for Englehardt. has recognised him as 
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bei ng badly want ed by t he polic e . The rutr lan goei,. to the hangar s , and a ft e r a 
short ti me sneaks .;,,a;y with an evil gr in on h is featw- es . Next day crowds or 
people ar e at the aerodrome to see tta.lt l and and Englehardt rI.y. Haltland aoes up, 
bUt when he r eaches a g ood he liht ther e Is a crash ~ but It Is CfJJSed by th e rall l~ 
of tn&l ehardt ' a mac:hlne t Rube LUcas had deliberately fll ed tht'Ough t he wir es or 
the Gel1118ll' S aerop l ane , r eeltn&: sur e that Engl ehard t woule1 giv e tn roni.atlo n agai nst 
htm l medlately Mai tland had fal len. Englehardt woul d be ~ lt e sa te, t or nob()dy 
would be li ev e t»cas• s N>rd aga i nst hi s. I n the ac cident Englehardt can be either 
k t lltO or s erl oosly lnjurtd. 

Will y ou k indly l e t me knOJJ hoH the above strik es you? And how would •F lying To 
Victor')"' do ror a t i tlt ? 

Sinc erely yours, £.S.S. 

Septeciber 27t h , 1911, 
Dear 11r . 81'()okes, 

11any thanks ror your let t er with th e ~l et e story , which I will rucl as soon a s 
pos s ible. 

I t.ht nk yoa- suggested concl us ion for th e aeroplan e story Is very &ood, and I .!hall 
be pleas ed t o hav e th e t&le on these li nes . Ora.ma.tie jus tl ee demands th e dea th of 
E:ngl eh&Njt, bu t pleu e do It very car efu ll y . No need to go Into det a il s . 

Dear t'lr. Phillips , 

Yours sin cer el y , 
HOR.Act PHILLIPS 

October 9t.h , 1911. 

1 enclose herewith • F'l ylng to Vi ctory ,• a lt ere d I n acc ordan c e wit h t he synopsis 
contained In ll)' l etter of th e 26t h ult. , and which you Intimated woul d make a sa t IS"" 
ractory conclusion to t he story, 

I expect to be In town thi s we ek , and I will gt ve you a call l'ltl1le at No . 23 Bouver ie 
s t ., when I hope 1ou will be able to .spare me a rew moments. 

Yours s i nce re l y , E.S , B. 

F'ebruary 2\ st, 1912. 

Dear Mr. Ph illips , 
I enclos e l'lerewt th two synop s is or forei gn aoventure ror your perusa l. I lflall be 

Jn Lond<ln tocorrow, Thursday , so will c all a t your orr l ce - N'len I hope you will be 
a ble t o spart me a f ew ailnutes . 

Yours sinc erely, £.S. 8. 

***************** ******************************* ****************** 
S~O F'Cfl. CA.TA.LOGUE old boys and gi r l s papers , amuals , t>Ooks , c:oo lc s , ephemera , plus 
50,000 peri odi cals and newspapers frofll 164,4 up. Top ca sh r or your coll ect tons al ways , 
Ir.eluding l es ser-known old beys it em.s. Par t exch~ e wel em ed , 

&D. J OOES, BAYBOOKS, 43 OONDONALD ROAD, COLJ.IYN BAY, otNBS. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxxxxxxx.xxxxx>cXxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
WA N T £ D U R C E N T L Y A N Y 11 A G N £ Ts. Pl ease wrlt.e st a ting nll!lbeN 
aiiif1irlce"r equi r ed. --

J ACKSON, 19a Ann:Jt flARA.OC, LO~, N.2, 
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RETRIBUTION OVERTAKES THE SCHOOLBOY POACHER . T HER E 
IS ONLY ONE WAY BY WHICH HE CAN BE SAVED. HE ASKS 
HIS FR IEND TO TAKE 

THE ONLY WAY 
Val ence glanced at Courtney as ~he 

S lxth went Into the classroom that a ft er 
nQOn, and th e pr ere ct avoided h1 s glance . 
He would hold out no rals e hopes to th e 
fellow . llhat Valence had asked or him 
"as preposterous , outrageous , unheard -of , 
l ttl)OSS!b l e . 

When the rorm came out valence joined 
Cour tn ey , although th e latte r had turned 
to walk away qutc kly. 

•You•re going to tum your back once 
then?• Valence asked In a l ow volc e. 

Courtney looked him full in the eyes . 
"What do you want me to do?• he asked , 
Valenc e " as sile nt. Even he could not 

ronnulat e such a demand tn plain words . 
•r can do noth i ng ror you ,• said 

Courtney col cUy , • You ca n save yourself -
by go ing to the h all at six o' c lock.• 

•'l can 1 t! • 
"Then you I1Ust tak e t he consequences .• 
And Courtney wal ked away , He had 

spoken tlnnlY and decidedly to Valence , but 
he was rar r rom feeltre rtrm and decided 
ln his mtll.1 . He l eft the schOol , and went 
ror a stroll tn F'rla rdale Wood to t hink 
the mat t er over . 

•1t•s l lll)osslble P• Courtney ruttered 
again and again. 

He strode along with his hands In his 
pockets and his br ows wrlnkHa wl th a deep 
fro,,n. 

The hour of rt ve rang out fr om the 
village church . 

One hour more , and SI r HI lt on Popper 
would be expecting the schoolboy poacher at 
the hall. 

Courtney knew that Valence would not go . 
He had no courage and no nerve ror ruch an 
ordeal . He was reckless enough to get In to 
serapes, but he had no cou rage to extri ca te 
hlir.selt. 

• Arttllr!• 
It was a soft, sweet vo lc e . Arthur 

Courtn ey starte<I and l ooked up, and the 
rrown faded rrom his brow. The race look
ing at him was the face that had been In hts 

mind - a sweet, k ind race , ctrcled by 
clustering brown hai r . 

•vt ol e ttt1 he exclaimed . 
The girl smiled . 
11Rupert told me I shou ld see you here, 

she said . 111 want to speak to you . • 
II Rupert told you?" 
11res, he has just cycled over ,• 

Viole t explained . •He ts In troubl e , 
Arth ur . l cou ld see that at once .• 

Courtney smiled grimly . 
•Yes; I daresay anybody could see 

It ,• he said . 
"Then he has t.o ld you abOut 1 t ? 11 

• 1 know about It , Vl. Has he told you 
"hat 1 t lffl• 

11on1y that he ts ln trouble , and th at 
you could help him 1r you l lk ed , 11 said 
Violet softly . 11He says he h ad woras wl tt 
you yesterday •11 

•So he dtd.11 
•Rupert ls always hasty, Art hur. I 

t.old htm you w:,uld never allow anything ot 
that sort t.o make any dtrreren c e, tr you 
could help him.• 

11o r course I wouldn•t, Vt! " 
The girl drew a breath or relief . 
•r was sure or It , ArU'\ur. But - but 

whY won't you help him then? • 
111 can' t. • 
11;te says you could .~ 
Cour t ney crushed back t he words that 

rose to his Ups. His contem pt ror the 
fellow who would drag hts sister lnto the 
matter lik e th1 s knew no bounds . 

Courtney sa t csown on a fallen tree, 
am the gi r l sat by his si de, her ey es 
tum ed anxtouslY upon his troub led face. 

•How much do you kno", Vt?• he asked 
at last . 

110n1y that Rupert has oone something 
reckless, and says he will be expelled 
rrom Greyrrtars, unless --• 

•Unless what? " 
•un le ss you sav e h tcc., Artllur.• 
•Did he say I could save him?" 
•Yes. • 
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•aut how?• 
•He did not say that.. or What he had 

done , I t cannot hav e been Vtl')' bad. Ruper t 
Is recitle:u and foo li sh ,• sa id Viol e t, wi th 
a t roubled look , • but he l s not wick ed . I 
don• t want to a sk anything a.bout. it. SUt. -
bU\. you'll he lp hto tr you can , Arthur, 
won• t you?• 

1 11 ve been trying t.o th l nk ou t some 
way or helping him, VI ,• groaned Cour tn ey. 
•Not ror hi s own sake - tor yours; bUt - I 
can't,• 

The gir l dr ew a sharp bre ath . 
•You cannot he l p htll? " 
•No. th ere• s only one way, and that • s 

1riposstblt , 1 

' Then - th en he wi ll be expe Jled ?1 

1 1 rear so.• 
Violet b cwed h er head. AlthOugh hPr 

rac e • as turned away Crom cowtney , he knew 
t hat she was cry ll'lt, 

1 VI ! YH Dvn't !' h e sa id husk ily , 
• You know I' d do tinYthlng to hel p h lm out 
tJt this, but I t can't be done, • 

• J s there no way, Art tu r? • 
' None . • 
•But - but you said -- 11 

•Yes , there's one way - th e only way; 
but that's ll!llOSSlbl e ,• said Courtn ey 
hoarsely, •t r you knew Nl.at It was, VI , 
,ou wouldn't dream or a.ski,_ It . • 

• 1 r )'Otl w:iuld have to do anything 
d!Shonour!Lble , or c ourse It Is l r.posst ble ,11 
sald the alrl qutet. ly . •Is i l. t.hat?• 

•No, not exactly tha t. • 
•would It be a gre at tro ubl e to you?• 
•n,at • s nothing. • 
• You mean that you would air r , r In 

soO'le way I r you helped -,rq brother , • said 
the &irl , s lowly. 

•wen , yes .• 
•And t.hat 1s ~ you won• t do I t.?• 
Courtney groaned. 
' You don• t. understlWld.• 
Tears wert ruMlng down t.he-girl's 

cheeks now. 
• 1 r you t.ell me you camot. help pco r 

Ruper t. , t $1.lppos e you cannot. But --• 
She broke orr with a soD. 
Courtney si,rang t o his reet . He could 

en<IU.re 1t no longer . Aro - and surely I t 
he put It plain ly to Ruper t , tr he urged 
hlai and backed h\ai up, the wretche d f ell ow 
l'IOUld have the couraa:e to t ace his punl:sh
ment, ard I r not --

•v 1, don• t - don• t! t cM 1 t bear to 
see yc.o cl")', ' sai d Courtney tlu k lly . 
' Octlt ti He Shall be saved. 1111 mana&e 
It somehow. He shan ' t De e xpelled rro 1:1 
Cre,r r t ar s. VI , I promise you that ! ' 

The gi rl I s race br l&hte ned thrOU&h 
her tears. 

'But can 1ou do It , .lrthur? • 
• It shal l be done . • 
•oh , thanks - th a."lksl• Dl.lrDJred Viol et . 

She rose t o her reet . •Art h.lr , I don't 
know how to t hank you.• 

•1t• s all rlghtt• mttered Courtne y. 
•Let me see you to your ga te , and 1 Shall 
have to cut Dack to the school . Ther e 
Isn 't au ch tlr.& to lo se, .tt s tx o'clock 
i t will be too lat e.• 

1 Then go at once , Arthur· ne ver mind 
met• excl a\ lCE'd Vlolet eqer ly, •sav e my 
orother , that Is alU Save him?• 

• I wl 11 save hla !• 
A mlnutP. more , and Ar thu r Court ney 

was s t r iding back towards t he schoo l. Ke 
had prom!Sea to save \lal ence . But how? 

•come lnto "" stud y , Rupert , wil l 
you?• 

' Have you seen VI?' 
•Yes. • 
R:Jpert rollOJted Co1.rtne1 Into h is 

s tud.)'. Hts ra ce was pale with anxiety . 
He had ca lled 1n the at d or hts s ist er as 
a l ast resollrce. V1olet •s influenc e over 
Court ney he ME'W t o De s tr ong, but Ir she 
had known the r act s she would never hav e 
asked ot Court ne1 what Valence hael ask.e<:1 
ot him. 

Courtney c losed th e st Udy door , and 
turned and raced Valence . 

• t •ve see n your- s i s ter ,• he said, 
•well? • 
•You• ve told her th at you• re tn daig er 

or oeing expell ed , and th at I can su e you 
I r I c hoose; but t hat 1 s all . • 

•Have you to l d her anyt.h l~ more?• 
•No,• 
Valen ce dr ew a deep breath or r eller . 
•lt •s Jus t as 111eJl ,' he 1t1.1tt erro , • vi 

ha!; queer Ideas - all sorts or romanti r 
and ov'.!rstral ned not t ons , and - -• 

•And I r she knew th e truth she " ouldn' t 
want me to do W\8.t you want a:ie to do .• 
said Court ney scom tully . 
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,q wou1an 1 t tn!lllt her by telling 

her wtiat a blackg\lard her pr ec t ous brother 
Is . • 

Valence winced. 
•Oh, ptle It ont• he said . 
•1 told her you s.houl<ln't be upelled , • 

sa i d Courtney , 
Valence's race brlgtttened. 
•You mean that , Courtn ey?• 
• tiv e come to talk to you," sa id 

Courtney . •rou•v e stm:olY got to play th e 
.mn this ti me. Don1 t be a coward." 

•Look here --• 
•Other rellCIIJl's have been flogg ed and 

.stood tt. WhY can't you? 1 dare say Str 
Hilt.on will lay It on, but a rt. er an , tt 1 s 
only a Ucktng. You can st.Mid It." 

•J - I can1 t.• 
•You can - .-ld fll.lst - tor Viol e t's 

5aket• 
•Then you - you •on • t - • 
"It's Impossible . • 
Valence sank In to a chair , and covtred 

his race wtth ht a hand s. He 1roaned aloud 
In his mt sery ana terror . 

•then I shall be upelled, 1 

"There• s no need ror that . Take th e 
tloggtng , m Sir Hilt.on will say no more 
about the matt.er, for gooctneu sake have 
a 11 tt.le pluck .• 

Val ence ~udd ered. 
• I c an• t. Ir I wenL up to th e house, 

l Slouldn ' t co 1n - J Etiould bolt. . l can't 
f ace It . • 

•Are you a coward? • 
Valence cave him a haggard l ook . 
• Perhaps l am, I don 1 t ca re, It 

makes me shudder a ll over to thlnk or lt , 
I won•t be upelled ei th er. I won•t go 
home. I • ll run away to sea.• 

Valen ce was crying . 
Cour t ney looked at htm tn wonoer and 

contell'.l)t , 
•MY hatt• he sa id savagely . •1 th1nk 

1t would kUl you u you had to race a 
tlOHll'l& , You CW"'t• 

•You can ca ll Cit N'lat you like,• 
groaned Valence . •I kn<W lllhat I 1• &ol ng 
t.o do .• 

• what are you cotnc to do?• 
• t ' m going to run a" ay ,• 111Jttered 

Valence . • 1 '11 go to sea . 11 

Courtn ey lauchtd. 
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•Yes, you would do well at sea -
when you haven It the plu ck to take a 
s 1ngle licking . tr you l"UO away from 
school, you• ll go sneak ing home, and htde 
behlnc:I your mother, i r your pater cuts up 
rusty .• 

•oh , pile It cnt• 
• Rupert , be a man! Ir 1 were t.o take 

t hls on ror you, you • d desp I se yourself as 
long a.s you Uved , 11 s aid Cow-tney. 

•I can ' t do 1t . 11 

•You J11.1stt • 
•t won• t1• 
Courtney paced up and down the study. 
What was he to do ? There was only one 

way to savt the wretched coward - onl y one 
way. Could he take t hat • the only way ? 

•Rupert,• he broke out at las t. •t •ve 
prom ised Vt that you shan ' t be expelled. " 

•Keep your "ord , then , • 
•oo you r eruse to ao and take the 

tlo ggtn.g?• 
• You can stand It better than I c anJ• 

rwt tef'ed Valence , 
• I t's not that . It• s the disgrac e -

the horrible humtll a tlontw lllJt.tered 
Courtney wtt h nushirg cheek s. •And t.hen • 
to be supposed t.o be a rotten poacher,• 

lfoU'Ye promised YI.• 
• 1 know l have,• said Courtney bet ween 

h1s teeth, 
11vou1ve promised Vt.• 
Valence had nothl n& els e to say . He 

could race obloquy and conte l!l)t; he could 
race seomrut looks; h t could race h i s 
Ol'ln conscie nce . But ht could not race • 
noggtnc, 

n-.e pref ect halted In his pactng at 
last , 

•very well ," he said qulet].y - very 
quletJ.y. •Pull yourselr tocethe r, Rupert. 
1 111 go t ng,• 

Valenc e ratsed h ts head . 
•You1 re colng to take tl'le noggl,w , 

Arthur?• 
•Yes. lt • s the only way.• 
•God bleaa you t I - ·• 
• I dontt. want your thenks. t 1m sick 

to deatll: or you. J •m doln& this r or Vi's 
sake , not for yours . oon • t let anybodY 
see your race ltke that. • 

He SPIUn& at'frl J.y towards the door. 
Valence rose to his t eet . H ls r ace 

was br igh t.er now. 
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• rou are iotna up to the hall ?• 
•Yes .• 
The qUarter t o sl x nvig out rrom the 

c loc k- t(llJrer or Creyr r tars . Valence gave a 
nervous start. 

•You• 11 be l ate!• he exclaimed , 
•You needn' t be arntd or t hat ,• said 

Court ney . •t shall go on my bi ke. I $1all 
be In time. • 

He left t he study, clos ln& the door 
angrily wi th a s l am. 

Valence went t o t hew lnctow, and looked 
out.. He could see the school gates . In a 
couple or mloo.tes Cour tney came l n si ght , 
wrieel tng hU bic yc l e down to th e gates. 

Valence cau&ht hl .s breath. Courtney 
was co 1.._, Yet. 1t reallY seemed t o De 
too 1ocx1 t o be true. 

He wat.ehed tl'le pref ec t as he mmted 
in the gat eway, and dtsappeareo dOffl'l the 
road. 

Valen ce lert the s tud)' wt Ul s low 
and talt.erlng ste ps , He was .san d , but he 
was saved tn a way that would have brought 
bitter shaae and remorse t o a.ost heart s. 
Al'll:l evtn Ru;>frt Valenc e r elt something or 
remorse; t>ut hts reCX>rse was not so gr eat 
a., his reli er, 

Courtney had saved him, by th e only 
way; and . art. er a ll , What did It mtt er 
how, so long as he was sand? Valence• s 
heart wu lighter even ISIQDent "°"· 

Sh : 01cloc k chlmed out rroc the clock
t°" er , m Valence started. S ix c•clock! 
Where was Arth.lr Courtn ey nOW'? 

F OR THE ANSWER TO THAT 
DRAMATI C QUESTION, SEE 
NEXT MONTH' S THRILIJ NG 
INSTALMENT . 

**************************************** *************************** 
Jn th is series , Er le f'ayne rec al ls soce or the c lnei:as ana theatres he knew well , long 
ago , In the rar-o rr oa.ys or his youth . 

THE SYNDICATE HALLS 

The Syndi c ate Halls ron1ed the third or the t rio or England ' s leading aus tc· hell 
ctr cut t s , the other two being the Stoll Theatres and t he Moss En:plr es . 

To th e bu t o r flt/ recollectloo, al l t he SyOOlcate Hall s were In ~ near London. 
They were larg e, soli d , well · DUllt theat res , but somehow t hey l acked th e cosy , lush 
splendour or th e house.s or Stoll a.no t'loss. A.llllOst ce rta i nty the y were older by a decade 
or core. I assume that lllOst or them were bu il t tn l a t e-Victo r i an tim es or near t.he tum 
or the pre.sent cen tury . Stage ltghtlng was adequate, but not mre. Some or t hee , and ln 
particula r Clapham Crana and Cai::iberwell Pal ac e , t ended to be draughty In th e winter , 
unl ess the theatres were well ri ll eCI. 

The shews co~rls ed th e best. or the touring revu e s , 9,1ch as reatured at th e St oll 
and Hoss ECi)tres , but the number or c horu s girls was usu ally sllgh t lY less than when th e 
same shaw reatur ed at, s ay f'lnsb..iry Park Empir e (Moss) or Chl swtck &alpl re {Stoll). 
Probably S toll and Moss st ipu l ated for extr a gi rls in the ctioru s , wtill e the S;rnOlcate 
Halls took the normal tour i nc coq,a.T1¥. 

Kl lbtr n ~ Ire was the tlnest and largest ot the Syndicate, and lt was a fin e 
the.Ure . This was ttie s tar house, wl th a large orchestra. Chel s ea Palac e was perhap s 
the most plea s&'l t ot thee> all . Brlxt on Empress was cer ta in].y the oost oodern . It ma,y 
have been or auc:ti la t er constnictlon , and I raicy It was probab l y partially gutt ed and 
re · bu Ill In the lat e tWEl'ltlu or ear l y thirties. 

Other syndicate halls were th e South London Pal ac e , the lsltngt.on 0.,lr e , lltord 
c=plre, Walthamstow Pal ace , and Wanst ead Palace. I knew them well , though I only visited 
the last two onc e or twice. A S ,H, Hall I knew well was Croydon Ellplre . 

The kin& or ru slc - hall was Lew Lake, who sent l:lcl'IY Clrst-clas.s slloi'vs tour l~ . 
He dir ecte d one or the theatr es at Jsllnc ton , though I cannot recall ro r certa in wtie t her 
t t was th e SyOOlcate •s J s llnaton Ecptr e , or Coll ins• at l ~lJng ton, 

I once approar..heo him to try t o hire so111e s ceriery ror a school show I was proau clng. 
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He rang N up , and I sha ll never ror1et his harsh, cockney vnlc e. ConstWttlY he called 

me • o l d cock !• r have never doubted that, kzl(lllllng I w.u: a schoolmaster, he Int ende d to 

p1erce .lltf scholaatlc ponpos lt.;y. But when I asked hl m the price , he sa i d: 

•that ' s all right , old coc k. Have I t on the hoUst. 11 11 d el iver I t to you , and 

I 111 collect I t l'tlen you•ve rtnl s htd with it. . • 

So t have the kindest ineaorles or tha t roug h d i amond, Lew Lake . 

ln pass l nc , my 111Jsleal comedy was pr esen ted a t Hlll cr or t Theat re, Surbiton , I t 

was a splendldlY equipped lit.tie theatre (th e Kais er or Germany once occup i ed lt.s 

solitary box) but It haO no expert scene s htrte rs . t1y pro rus tonal scenery " as 

extr emely bulky and heavy, and I t cos t me a packet t o per suade th e Hl llcrort , stag e men 

t.o handle I t. But It was worth I t. 
And now tO return ror t he third and last time tn th U se r ies t.o the El ephan t & 

Castle . Here sto od the large s outh London Palace, a soa:ewhat garis h hOuse which always 

seemed to hold the h ist. cr y or 1111ch 110re arrtuent t lmu In very lat e Victor i an d3Ys. 

Stan.din g almost oPpoaltt t he South London Pa l ace - and no th ing at all to do with 

th e Syndtcate Hall s - there was , dUrl~ the la t.e twent i es , a c inema. I rancy l t h.ad the 

s t.r1nge n&oe or Colden Dcaes ( ther e was anothe r cinema or thi s name In Kt nnlnat.on , n ot 

rar tr om Kenningto n Theatre) . I only one, visit ed Colden Domes (lr t hat. "as tu name) 

at Elep hant & Castle , and It was ror a reaso n 'ltllch seems strange to oe now. A lll.lrder 

had been com l tttd In Reading - a tradesman , I t h i nk. Numerou s peop l e claimed t o have 

seen a bloOdst al ned 111.-. pas, t h em In the atreet , and the curio us thing " as that the y 

lat er 1dent l t1 ed t hi s mfill as an actor named Drew who was appearing that week at the 

Reacting Theat r e. 
there seemed to be suspl ctoos circumstances In coMec tlon wl th Drew. Hts name 

f eatured tn th e national pr ess r or a stiort ti me, but t do not think he was charged. 

Apparent ly It was decided t hat , In sp i te or circum st ant ial evidence , he had nothin g to 

do wit h the DJl"der . 
However, th e Colden OCXltS c in ema ca shed In on the name or Drew . He had been ln 

Holl ywoOd. and had made a ser ie s o r two-reel cowbof rnms. They must have been pr etty 

ol d by the time or th e Read1n& 111.1rder , but Golden Oomta cine ma adv ertised th em as a 

sp•cl al attr act io n. C:ooctiess knows ¥1'1\ere the enterp r ising ci n ema manq, r unearthed them, 

Two-ree l cowboy dramas were long out or fashion by that ti me. However . t or some reason 

or other - and I u nnot think that It was Just to s ee a shor t r t la reaturlrc a man who 

had been associated with a sensa tion al 11un:1er case - I paid ~ only visit to tha t little 

ci nema opposite t he South LondOn Pala ce. 

****************************************************************** 

NEWS OF TJ./£ OL(J~B 
SYD NEY, AUSTRAL IA 

The July m ee ting of the Golden Hour s Club was a ha ppy occasio n 

but tinged with sa dnes s at the knowl edge of t he loss of t hose v ery great 

hobby s talwarts Ja ck Wood and Gerry Alli son. Members were also 

deeply so rry to learn of t h e su dden death of Mr s. I sob e l Cook wife of 

Jim Cook of Auckland , Ne w Zealand , a nd exte nded th e ir since r e sym 

pathy to Jim in hi s sad loss . I t se em s no time at all s ince we learned 

of t he sad pas s ing of that indefatigabl e Sexton Blake e nthu siast Wal ter 

Webb whos e in sp ired contri bu tion s to " Blakiana 11 were ever a so ur ce 
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of great inte rest and satisfaction. 
The club was pleased to welcome Ron Brockman, our newest 

member, who is a very keen Hamiltonian devotee, and is by way of 
being a dedicated mathemat ician. Apropos of this, for those who 
nught be interested, Ron had submitted an ext ract from a book by 
G. H. Hardy known as "A Mathematician's Apology" in which the er udit e 
author , commenting on a school story that had made considerable 
impact upon him, remarked that" a book can hardly be entire ly bad if 
it fires a clever boy's imagination." 

There was a spirit of discussion as to which was the best 
period of the "Magnet'' and "Gem" - together with the puzzling fact 
that during the first four year s of t he life of "The Magnet" it could be 
so different in style and quality to i ts companion paper "The Gem" - it 
was felt that the latter paper was far superi or during this period . 

One of the members related his conflicting reaction to his view
ing of t he film "The Private Life of Sherlock Holmes ." Having overcome 
his desir e to leave t he t heatre in t he early stages because of the film's 
preoccupation wit h the sordid, without which film making would be lost 
today, he settled down to become greatly impressed by t he Baker 
Street decor, costumes and atmosphere, and the author' s apparent 
dedication to the true Sherlock Holmes legend. 

B, PATE 

* * * 
MIDLAND 

Meeting held on 27th July, 1971. 

Hon. Secretary. 

This informal meet ing mustered ten members which was not 
at all bad for the height cl t he summer holiday season. Appropriately , 
Bob Wareing brought along a huge bowl of freshl y-picked strawberries, 
which were much enjoyed during the evening. 

Discussions ranged over the whole field of individual collec t ing 
experience, including an account of browsing in a Los Angeles film book
shop which used modern merchandising and stock control techniques -
though heaven forbid we ever find an O. B. B. supermarket in t he "old 
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country!" 
All members stood in silence in memory of Gerry Allison of 

the Northern Club, who was so well known to many of us in the Midlands. 
Torn Porter produced the Anniversary Number , Magnet No. 546, 

dated 27 July 1918 and this 53 years old to the day. The Collectors' 
Item was Sexton Blake Library No. 400, of 1958 vintage, entitled "The 
Sea Tigers" by Peter Saxon . 

Chairman Ivan Webster kindly presented us with a copy of the 
Howard Baker facsimile edition of "Billy Bunter in t he Land of the 
Pyramids" and was thanked and applauded. 

We then enjoyed a discourse by Ray Bennett on the D. C. 
Thompson papers II Adventure," 11Wizard 11 and 11Rover, 11 illustrated by 
copies of the "Wizard" from 1971 , 1961, 1951 and 1949, showing how 
the traditional written story has been wholly replaced by picture 
s trips. The whole decline is most excellently summed up by Anthony 
Lejeune in his ·article 0 Do you say what you really mean? 11 in the 
"Daily Telegraph Magazine" No. 341 of this year, as Ray read out. 

The evening concluded with a reading by Jack Belfield from "The 
Best of Magnet and Gem ." 

IAN BENNETT 

Vice-Chairman. 

* * * 
LONDON 

An excellent agenda had been prepared for the August meeting 
at Friardale, and it was pleasing to see such a good attendan ce. Forti
fied with a glass of Chartreuse, kindly supplied by the host, Bob 
Acrarnan, the company settled down to an enjoyable programme. 

Two sad announcements by the Chairman, Brian Doyle , were 
th e demise of both Ted Davey of the Midland Club and Frank Shaw of 
Merseyside. 

A hearty welcome was given to Bert Harnblett, of Merseyside, 
who was in a'"ttendance. 

Well the varied programme pursued the even tenor of its way 
and there was something for almost everyone present. 
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A B.O.P . feature from the "Daily Telegraph" colour magazine 
was ably read by Ray Hopkins, a fine quiz from Larry Peters, Tom 
Wright obliging wit h a humorous St . Sam' s reading, Millicent Lyle's 
Holiday Suitcase quiz, Bob Blythe exhibiting two gifts that were presen
ted by the Nelsen Lee and the Magnet, Ben Whiter with another 
Underground Quiz, Brian Doyle playing over his recording of Mary 
Cadogan' s question in the radio programme "Does The Team Think?" 
Josie Packman giving information re Rex Hardinge and his son David, 
and an excellent tea served in the garden. Of the latter, Betty Acraman 
must have put in quite a good deal of time and suitable trib utes and 
thanks expressed at the termination of the meeting . 

Margate Luncheon Party meeting . Coach leaves Woolworths in 
the Vauxhall Br idge Road at 10 a.m. sharp, Sunday, 5th September. 

Leytonstone meeting on Sunday, 19th September. Kindly let 
the host , Reuben Godsave know if intending to be pr esent. Phone: 
534 1737. 

UNCLE BENJAMIN 
• * • 

No Northe rn Repor t rt?C'.eived this month. 

****************************************************************** 

T#E !'IJSTHAN CALLE!) (Interesting items from the 
Editor's letter-bag) 

SYD S~,iTH (Sydney, Australia): I suppose everyone is praising your 
edito rials - I have before and once again I must do so. We are having 
a devil of a time here with this more money , less work, attitude, 
amongst other things. The country is slowly being ruined by people 
with other motives to the ones they publicly profess . Tons of trouble 
over the South Africa footer tour is on right now. The ones kicking up 
the most racket couldn1 t care two hoots for the African native. 

Your old theatre ser ies is well received here - this may sur
prise you but the discriptions are red olent of the old England we love , 
and al tho' quite different to our set-ups here of years ago - they hold 
great interest for us t o read. 

CHARLES VAN RENEN (South Afric a): The monthly advent of C. D . 
continues to give me great pleasure . Danny's Diarj is approaching my 
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golden era and even many of the cinema picture• and the playera he 
mentions in 1921 are familiar to me. Of course it took a eood lone 
time for new releaees to reach the sleepy little provincial paradise 
where I erew up. I always have been and continua to be a very keen 
picture-pr. 

BILL LOFTS (London): Leslie Charteris has juet informed me that 
P. Mantque Haydon a life-lone friend of hi• died in July . 'Monty' as he 
was affectionately called was the Controlline editor (later Director) of 
Maenet/Gem/Nelson Lee/Sexton Blake/rhrille:r/Ranrr/Pilot - and all 
the papare that we remember so well . A creative genius, Charles 
Hamilton and E. S. Brooks had much to thank 'Monty' for his control 
and administration of papen. Friendly, kindly, and alway• wiilina to 
give freely hie own ideas to author•. Creator oi The Thrillttr, and where 
L88lie ·Charteris owed eo much to him for buildil!i The Saint up to II 
world-famous character - another link has eone with the pest. We have 
much to thank 'Monty' for behind the scenes, and I know that in his ten 
ye.are of retirement , he was pleaeed that hie papers ~e so much 
thought of and re!1\embered. 

ERNEST SNELLGROVE (Ramegate): I was very interested in the 
article "Upstairs Cinemas ." I was bom in Homerton, but my family 
moved to Woolwich in 191>1. The Woolwich Hippodrome was thlal the 
'Grand Theatre' which epecialised in melodrama• euch as 'The Bad Girl 
of the Family," "The TemptreH of Paris," etc. The trams did not 
run to Eltham until 1910 but there were brakee from Murray's Yard. 
in Powis St. , and at the "Borrad Tavern" on Woolwich Common. Horee 
trams ran from Beruford Square to Woolwich Dockyard. From there 
electric tram• ran to London . Electric trams also ran from Beresford 
Square to Abbey Wood and Bexley Heath . Our only cinema wae the one 
by the Woolwich Arsenal Station which was known aa the 'Assembly 
Roome.' 

A brand new cinema was opened eventually in New Road next 
to the • Gun' public houee and oppoeite the Grand Depot Barrack•. This 
wH a very up-to-date and comfortable place with free tu and biscuit. 
at matinee•. Thie wa• named the "New Cinema" (now a motor ehow
room) and-• actually much earlier than 'Th• Cinema' oppoeite th• 



Page 32 

Marke t which we re garded as the last word and which boas te d a small 
or chestra. 

~Isl~! ~Lt~~(~P~~1~=~~~~)~ey~~~c~o~ ~~s~!r~;1~:a~r~~~:0~1~s~~e!t 
ln DJblln, my wtr e and I s. an l~o s tng racacte for t he Garr ick Theatre . 'ffle play adver
ti sed was one still appearing In th e West. End or London, ;, tr ier ucell)t h.ad recen tl y 
been shown on TV. we were both c ur t ru s t o knCM th e end of the pl ay and dec loea to pay 
an evening vtstt , Seats were bookable so " e reserYed tNJ stalls . In dUe course ,11 

arr t ved ror th e coacen cement at 8, 0 p,m. Nobody was about so we cltlmed t'fllo fligh t s or 
stairs and tour.ct an eai,ty pay tnx , Arter creatln& a gre a t deal or noi s e an actr es.s 
appea r ed and ushered us Into a room cont &lr.tr.g about twmty rows or seats , a st.aa.e ..tilch 
u t ended the breadth of the room and nobc)dy els e . We sa t In solitary state tor t,urity 
ml nut e.s when tl'l'O other peopl e &rTlved , rtv e minutes later th e curtai n rose and th e pl ay 
began. considering the s t age li mitat i ons, small "1th no " lngs , the perron:ance "85 quite 
e;oOd and we certainly er.~cyed the experience or being members or an au:llence t hat was 
outnumbered by the eight artlstes on the sua e , 

F R LOWE (Derb y): Why d i d the Nel3on Lee Llbr ary nave four series .. or 
possibly five Ser l es I t we count rro 11 No. 112? was It bec&Use, mostly , or a sales 
decl lne In each perio d , and the New Serle s were Introduc ed t-0 boos t It up? Thi s was 
how It al ways seaneel to str ike me, In tho se dl.)'s, 

I often woOOer It ai No. 112 , or t n 1925 , the N,L, could have been enl a.rced to 
i.ou th ln& lik e tht site or the Gem or Nagnet, but st i ll retained Its 'Ol d Serl es ' appear
ance ; this would have «ih anced I ts future , 'll'lthout neea tor flrther New Serles , and 
abo would have ctven It a DJCh longer lite . 

lOHN TOMLINSON \Burton-on -Tr ent ): 1 m Interested tn t he t act that Daney 
as reached In his read ng or •The Ciel! ~t,e •stv«i Sehoolboys and Sol oiron• serle.s , I 

t hought this was creat , but am pert ly pr ejUdlced as . like yourse lf, l specially enjoy 
tales feet.uri ne th e cha racter s you rertr t.o as •the s t ar seven ,• Apart rrom Cardew 
(f eatu r ed i n one story ) th ere was no other St . J im' s character tdtlf'li part , At a t ime 
when there was a clut of charac t ers on the St , Jim ' s ,t.ae:e and subst itute writers wer e 
star r tna miner ( f t'Ot'tlmes very 11tnor ) r tgures , this series 111Jst have been a " e lCOIH 
pl easure and rt:lle t to the r eatlers . 

R. HIBB ERT (Sandbach) : No" that t he Post Offic e Is 1ssLll:-:.: ;;:·i::,ps coa..,:....: .. .;~!11.: 

' Liter ary Anntvt r sarles' - on July 28th s t&ll)s appeartd coamen.orat ln5 J ohn Keats (died 
1 ~<' years ago) , Thallas Grey (dlea 200 year s ago) , Slr Walter Scot.t (born 200 years 
agol - Is It too so-,n t o st.an .. lob byi ng tor a sta::,p coz:memor-,11/1..e the birth ot Charle s 
Hl:il:ltlton ? HP. w&s bom In 1875, was he not? 

tr we put pressur e .. either as i ndl vlci.lal s or as a e:roup on til e Post Off ice 
Phllatell c Bureau, 2-q Water l oo Place, Edi nburgh , EHi oor. th ey 21..m!: urn out a .st.alp 
In 197S, Arter all tht: School Story t s thOUght or as saoethln.g peco l \ar l y tng ll sh and 
Charles l!a.tr:llton Is ttv: gre atest writer ot school stortes. 

I asked T1fi yourcer son - a literary mlrded l~, but one who ls Xeen on t he early 
CicJ:lS .. What he th-Ought or the Idea . He "a.s; shod(ed, Said It was s1Uy, •Put.t ire Frank 
Richards on a level wit h Thomas Gray !!! ' I dcri' t know that I "as doing Uia t , Wt l'tlen 
I think or some or the C0"11!moratlve :s th e Post Otr lce has put out I don •t think It's as 
sill y as all tt,;Jc . 1 see that In August they •r e goll"@ to l.'Or.mefllOl'at e I 00 years ot Rugby 
Union and ( ".an't th ink that that' s more Important t han 100 years ot Charl es Hemtlto n . 

fAl ttd by f.rlc F'~e , f:Xcelslor House , 113 Crookham Road, Crookham, Nr. Aldersl'lot , Hant.s. 
Lltho-dupll.:atl!d by Yor k t)Jpll catlng Sen- Ices , 12a The Sha.ntlle s , York. 


